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EXECUTIVE FORCE REVIEW COMMITTEE FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
USE OF DEADLY FORCE, JULY 27, 1997, IAB REVIEW #1110967 


The purpose of this memo is to notify you of the review committee’s findings and 
recommendations concerning the use of deadly force incident which occurred on 
July 27, 1997. 


The committee met on August 27, 1998 and consisted of myself and Commanders 
Lee C. McCown (Professional Standards and Training Division) and Elizabeth A. 
Dickinson (Field Operations Region Ill). The committee determined th f 
deadly force by Deputies John Donaldson +] Patrick Bohnert and 
Burton Brink N -< within Departmental policy. Please advise the deputies 
of this finding. 


The unit commander shall debrief the deputies on tactics and communications and 
shall consider specialized training for the field sergeant regarding command posts, 
hostage, and suicidal suspect situations. 


Accompanying this memo is the original PSTD Response Team package, which 
contains the IAB and Training Bureau reports. Please evaluate the included material 
and complete and sign the enclosed form documenting your recommendations and 
actions and return the PSTD Response Team package to me through division chief 
within 30 days. 
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June 17, 1998 


Captain Don Mauro 

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
Homicide Bureau 

5754 Rickenbacker Road 

Los Angeles, California 90040 


Dear Captain Mauro: 


Re: _ S.I.D. File #: 100-8386/98-0200 
L.A.S.D. File #: 097-11920-0540-056 


The Special Investigations Division of the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s 
Office has completed its review of the July 27, 1997, fatal shooting of Michael 
Lambert by Los Angeles County Deputy Sheriff’s John Donaldson, Patrick Bohnert 
and Burton Brink. We have concluded that the shooting was a lawful act in 
self-defense and in defense of another. 


The following analysis is based on reports prepared by the Los Angeles County 
Sheriff's Department, Homicide Bureau, submitted to this office on May 18, 1998, an 
oral presentation by Sergeant Dan Gayhart, and an examination of 254 photographs 
that relate to this matter!. No independent investigation has been conducted by 
members of this office. 


FACTUAL ANALYSIS 


On Sunday, July 27, 1997, at approximately 7:54 p.m., Deputies Bohnert and John 

Dexter were dispatched ‘OfFinnamon Lane, Duarte, regarding a spousal assault 

call. When they arrived at a neighbor's residence, they e the 

S Michael Lambert. m aa the deputies that Lambert 
ad assault 


er, bit her on an arm and a leg, and had assaulted her J She fled 
her residence in such fear that she left her three fi vith Lambert in her home. 


1, These photographs will be returned to the Sheriff's Department. 
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Deputy Dexter went to the front door of the -esidence, and Deputy 
Bohnert went to the rear. Dexter could hear yelling and children crying. Dexter 
identified himself as a deputy sheriff, and Lambert responded by saying, “I’ve got a 
weapon. I'll kill you”. Dexter took cover, communicated Lambert’s threat to 
Bohnert, and requested assistance. Shortly thereafter Deputies Donaldson and Brink 
arrived and took a position at the rear of the residence along with Deputy Bohnert. 
From his position, Bohnert was able to see that Lambert was armed with a 14” knife 
which was later determined to have a nine inch serrated blade. 


Lambert’s behavior varied wildly. His mood and demeanor ranged from highly 
agitated to subdued. At times he cursed and thr d Deputy Bohnert. On other 
occasions he cried and pleaded to speak with his The deputies tried to reason 
with him, but he stated that he had been to jail in the past and “would never go 
back”. Bohnert told investigators that he could hear the three children inside the 
home crying, screaming for help and calling for thei: As Lambert's 
demeanor escalated, the children seemed to become more frightened. 


The children were in a bedroom at the rear of the residence. After approximately 15 
minutes at the bedroom, Lambert went to the front of the residence. Fearful for the 
well being of the three children, the deputies developed a plan to rescue them. 
After Lambert walked to the front of the residence, Deputy Donaldson removed a 
window screen, opened the window, and began to step into the children’s bedroom. 
He got one leg into the room when Lambert suddenly returned. 


When Lambert entered the bedroom, he was holding the knife raised above his 
head with the blade pointed down in a stabbing position. Donaldson was still 
partially inside the bedroom window. Bohnert was to his right and Deputy Brink 
stood to his left. As Lambert charged toward Donaldson, Bohnert ordered him to 
drop the knife. When he got to within three feet of Donaldson, the three deputies 
all fired their nine millimeter handguns. Lambert fell to the floor, fatally wounded. 


Donaldson forced his way into the bedroom through a door and removed the knife 
from Lambert's hand. The three children were quickly removed from the bedroom 
and reunited with their M Paramedics were called and Paramedic Nunez 
pronounced Lambert dead at the scene of the shooting at 8:26 p.m. 


Through a ballistics comparison it was determined that Bohnert fired eight rounds, 
Donaldson fired five and Brink fired one. A civilian in the neighborhood ME 
told investigators that he heard the deputies repeatedly telling “Mike to put 
the knife down”. He could hear children crying, and heard one of the deputies say 
that they were “worried about the kids”. vs ole investigators that she 
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and her vere going through yO She said that Lambert was very 
depressed and suicidal. She stated that he asked her to kill him the preceding day 
when he was unable to kill himself. 


On July 29, 1997, Solomon L. Riley, M.D., Deputy Medical Examiner, performed an 
autopsy on the body of Michael Lambert. He ascribed the cause of death to multiple 
gunshot wounds. Lambert was struck by rounds to the head, face, chest, buttock, left 
thigh and left knee. His post-mortem blood alcohol level was determined to be 
.22%. Paroxetine, an orally administered drug used to treat depression and obsessive 
compulsive behavior, was also detected. 


CONCLUSION 


California law permits the use of deadly force in self-defense or in the defense of 
another if it reasonably appears to the person claiming the right of self-defense or 
the defense of another that he actually and reasonably believed that he was in 
imminent danger of great bodily injury or death. People v. Williams (1977) 75 Cal. 
App. 3d 731. 


In protecting himself or another, a person may use all force which he believes 
reasonably necessary and which would appear to a reasonable person, in the same or 
similar circumstances, to be necessary to prevent the injury which appears to be 
imminent. CALJIC 5.30. 5.32. 


Where the peril is swift and imminent and the necessity for action immediate, the 
law does not weigh into nice scales the conduct of the assailed and say he shall not 
be justified in killing because he might have resorted to other means to secure his 
safety. People v. Collins (1961) 189 Cal. App. 2d 575. 


From all appearances, Michael Lambert was depressed and suicidal. When he was 
unable to commit suicide, he asked his [to kill him. When she refused, he 
created a deadly encounter with deputies which led to his death. When he charged 
Deputy Donaldson with an uplifted knife, he created an immediate life threatening 
situation which required an immediate response. From the information submitted 
to this office, it appears that the deputies made significant, repeated efforts to bring 
about a peaceful resolution to this matter. 


© 
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It is the conclusion of this office that Deputies Bohnert, Donaldson and Brink acted 
lawfully in self-defense and in defense of one another. We are therefore closing our 
file and will take no further action in this matter. 


Very truly yours, 


GIL GARCETTI 
District Attorney 


MICHAEL E. TRANBARGER 
Assistant District ae 
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